
THE FOURTH POWER 

Weigh the pros and cons 

Discuss the advantages and drawbacks of the online and the printed press. 

To begin with / to start with, I would like to point out that the printed press 

has more advantages than drawbacks because it offers in-depth information. It 

is more reliable. It cannot be denied that journalists investigate and check their 

information. By doing so, they do a thorough job which requires time. Indeed, it 

takes a long time to look for reliable information. 

On the contrary, the online press relies more on interactive communication. It 

allows you to comment and give your opinion. Interactive information is given on 

the spot. It’s true that people want to have the latest news and they do not 

really want to understand the causes and consequences of the facts they are 

given. Therefore, the news we get is superficial / shallow. Moreover, journalists 

don’t always check their information, so it can spread false rumours or fake 

information. 

Contrary to the printed press, the online press is free. You don’t need to buy a  

newspaper every day. So it’s cheaper / less expensive. You save money. 

However, you can take a newspaper anywhere. You can read it on the 

underground or on a bus but you can’t take your laptop with you all the time and 

everywhere. The batteries need to be recharged regularly and it’s much heavier 

than a newspaper. You can also fold your newspaper and put it away in your 

pocket if you want to. It’s more practical. It’s also reusable and more ecological. 

Yet, it’s true that it’s a question of generation too. Elderly people are used to 

reading newspapers whereas younger people prefer to use their laptop to surf 

the web. Smart phones are also very popular now because they allow you to have 

access to the latest news instantly. 

 


