
Lieux et formes de pouvoir                 Complément du cours et pistes de réflexion 
 
Vocabulary : 
-attaquer ou poursuivre en justice: to prosecute  
-intenter un procès à qn / un journal: to sue sb / a paper 
-engager des poursuites judiciaires contre qn : to bring a prosecution against somebody 
  (aussi : to bring a lawsuit against …) 
-enregistrer une plainte: to register a complaint / to file a lawsuit 
-procès: lawsuit 
-to listen to people’s phone conversations 
-to hack: pirater 
-to bribe: soudoyer / acheter qn (to bribe somebody into silence: acheter le salience de quelqu’un) 
-bribe: pot-de-vin 
-libel: diffamer 
-a libel case: un procès en diffamation 
-to pay a fine: payer une amende 
-to resign: démissionner 
-mogul / magnate / tycoon : a person of power and rank in any sphere. 
-to be hunted / tracked down …: être pourchassé / traqué 
 
Definitions of power: 
-The ability or official capacity to exercise control, authority (the State, the Government, political 
organisation) 
-Strength or force exerted or capable of being exerted 
-A person, group, or nation having great influence or control over others 
 
Introduction: 
-Definir brièvement les différentes formes de pouvoir. 
-Se concentrer sur l’aspect vu en classe : le pouvoir de la presse (4th power) et des nouveaux 
média. 
-Présenter une problématique : 
Ex: What is the power of the media today? To what extent can they influence our lives? What are 
the downward slides? Does the end justify the means?  
Who controls the media? Do the media companies (ex: News Corp)have too much power? Who are 
the most influential people? Are we manipulated by the media? 
The impact of technology on news media and how the newsroom has changed in recent years? 
The media have invaded our society. Should their power be restricted? 
Should journalists be more controlled?  
Is the press too powerful today? 
 Isn’t our privacy threatened by the growing use of social networks? 
Should we fear the fact that modern technology enables anyone to invade people’s privacy? 
 
Pour chaque partie de votre développement il faudra être clair et précis dans votre approche. 
 
Les documents de la liste : 
Social networks and facebook : 



Idée de départ: l’apparition de nouveaux media et donc de nouvelles possibilités offertes. Parler du 
rôle incontournable de Facebook sans la scène publique mais aussi des dérives que cela implique. 
These documents deal with the impact that Facebook has today. Its focuses on teenagers because 
they are frequent users of social networks so they are more at risk.  It is a kind of warning against 
the possible dangers of it. The aim is clearly to warn people against unacceptable behaviours online 
which can destroy people’s life and reputation.  
→ Tell about the positive aspects but focus on the dangers such as “cyber-bullying”. Insist on the 
fact that it can cause great damage … they don’t always realize that it’s wrong, they can turn into 
real bullies because they feel powerful in front of the screen. They aren’t controlled, they have no 
limits…  
(Completer avec le cours) 
→ Therefore we can say that the internet and more specifically social networks represent a new 
form of power: a place of freedom where everybody can say what he wants to say. Also people 
communicate in a different way : they give their opinion and react very quickly. Is it a new form of 
democracy? Should or can it be controlled?  
 
Transition avec les docs concernant le scandale des écoutes téléphoniques (the News of the World). 
Idée de départ : 
The power of the press is usually considered to be the 4th power (…cf:cours). Indeed it has often 
played a major role in the political scene as journalists can influence public opinion.  But it has 
recently been criticized for its questionable methods.  
The two documents refer to the phone-hacking scandal that was revealed in 2011 and led to a 
major crisis in the UK. →Tell about Rupert Murdoch’s empire / an influential corporation.  
One scandal too many tells about the scandal and raises the question: do we need to control the 
press or not? The journalist says this kind of press appealed to human’s basest instincts : its readers 
were voyeuristic and delighted to read about other people’s misfortunes (=malheurs).  
The media companies are presented as “ruthless” and “corrupt”. This shows that these companies 
want to make as much money as possible, even if they have to use unlawful / illegal methods. They 
are often taken to court for libel (=diffamation), but they are not affected by the fines (=amendes) 
because they are very rich and powerful. The readership (=lectorat / nombre de personnes lisant ces 
journaux) proves how successful they are. They don’t really mind being sent to court because they 
can pay the fines quite easily and they continue their business without any problems. 
The lawyer who is interviewed (Jacqueline Bradshaw) clearly distinguishes the power of the press 
and the power of the media companies. She says the press is not powerful enough because the 
media companies are too powerful. The press can become more powerful if it becomes more 
diverse. This can be achieved by restricting the power of the media companies. 
She doesn’t think that “stricter regulation” will solve the problem. She says “restrictions on free 
speech won’t have much effect on people like Murdoch. The ones who will suffer will be people like 
bloggers on the Internet”.  So that’s’ why she insists on the fact that the press should be more 
powerful and free to provide new points of view; she says “a powerful press is built on vigorous 
debate” …  
Unfortunatel,y although Tabloids don’t give a very positive image of the press they are still very 
successful…. 
 
Tell about the phone-hacking scandal and illustrate with the doc about Hugh Grant: one of the 
victims. (Voir cours et développer le cas de Hugh Grant vu dans la video)  Journalists who were 
looking for scoops infringed on people’s privacy and these methods seem to have become usual for 



many newspapers. Rupert Murdoch was held responsible for that and he had to close down The 
News of The World (= the newspaper was forced to cease publication). Many say that he was 
probably supported by the police and the government, which again proves their influence on the 
political scene. 
When the scandal was revealed it shocked Britain’s citizens. However, in the UK the Tabloid press is 
still very popular today and we may wonder if it will ever change. The problem is that this kind of 
press contributed to our shift (=changement / glissement) to a consumer society obsessed with 
image and frivolous values.  It has been argued that this is due more to the power of the media 
companies that own the Tabloids. We may ask ourselves the question: Do we get the press we 
deserve? 
 
 
Tips for personal conclusions: 
I have the feeling that … (j’ai la sentiment que …) 
I cannot help thinking that … (je ne peux pas m’empêcher de penser que …) 
I’m well aware that …  (je suis tout à fait conscient(e) que …) 
We must acknowledge that …   (je dois reconnaître que …) 
I’m afraid I disagree with the idea that …   (je regrette mais je ne suis pas d’accord avec l’idée que 
…) 
It is worth mentioning that …   (cela vaut la peine de mentionner que …) 
We should keep in mind that …   (nous devrions garder à l’esprit que …) 
We must not forget that …   (nous ne devons pas oublier que …) 
 
Pistes de réflexion pour l’écrit: 
A quote: 
 “The media’s the most powerful entity on earth. They have the power to make the innocent guilty 
and to make the guilty innocent, and that’s power.” Malcom X                     Do you agree or not?  
 
Is the press too powerful today? 
 
 
Informations complémentaires : 
 
How can social networks and the Internet influence people and make them act? 
The Arab Spring: many demonstrations were organised via Facebook and other social networks. It 
enables people to get organised in a very short time. People started to unite and complain about 
their political leaders. In countries where the citizens have no freedom the Internet became a place 
to express their dissent / disapproval / disagreement. Autocratic leaders were suddenly threatened 
and it was impossible to control the people in the street. They were strong enough: huge crowds 
gathered in the streets. 
Thanks to social networks people are able to express themselves, thus we can say that the web has 
become essential in the way people interact. It has completely changed the way things are 
discussed or the way decisions are made. Politicians are aware of that power and some of them use 
it in a very efficient way. For instance it played an essential role in the presidential campaign for the 
reelection of Barack Obama in 2012. It’s a new way of promoting ideas and urging people to react. 
Individual expression seems to have evolved: anyone can express their ideas on the Internet. 



It has become a form of power in so far as people can now express their opinions about any kind of 
subject online. They can have an influence. 
Some are interesting because they provide a different insight: witnesses can tell about their 
experience and sharing your impressions, views can be enriching / valuable. It’s democracy. 
But can it be relied on? Is it always a good thing / useful to have so many opinions? People 
sometimes say silly or even unacceptable things? They may overreact.  
Can we be manipulated? Rumours are spread on the web and nobody can really stop it. Nobody 
controls the web… 
There’s also the fact that the limit between public and private life is not so clear today.  
 
The power of the media / Rupert Murdoch 
The expression Fourth Power or Fourth Estate was coined by British historian Thomas Carlyle in the 
19th century. 
The press is often referred to as “the Fourth Power” because it has a huge impact on society. In the 
past, the press unearthed such scandals as Watergate, a political storm that led to the resignation 
of US President Richard Nixon in 1974. The press has the power to do and undo politicians / 
influence decision makers / reveal to the whole world scandals and events as they unfold. The press 
has a great impact on people’s opinions and decisions. 
Today printed newspapers are not so attractive or important as they used to be, mostly among 
young readers; so the online press and the media in general have changed the way people get 
informed.  
Rupert Murdoch was one of the most influential magnates when the phone-hacking scandal was 
revealed.  
Some journalists working for the News of The World hacked into the phones of celebrities and 
victims of crime or terrorism …Rupert Murdoch was held responsible for this. 
The public as well as independent newspapers like The Guardian or The Independent pressured the 
government into bringing action against Rupert Murdoch’s empire in 2011. A movement of protest 
and an investigation even spread to the US, weakening Murdoch’s empire a little more … 
Rupert Murdoch could not have built such a global empire without the help and support of the 
British Government and the police. 
He had to shut down The News of The World after the scandal. Today Murdoch’s News Corp. is still 
one of the largest media empires on the planet. In spite of the trouble he went through, his 
influence on the UK media scene has not declined.  
 
 


