
French Court of Appeal rules that wind turbines have a negative impact on human health

For immediate release:
 

French Court of Appeal rules that wind turbines have a negative impact on human health. Press statement on landmark 
French wind turbine ruling from Jean-Louis Butré, Président, of the French Fédération Environnement Durable and ONG 
European Platform against Wind Farms 
  

Background
In a landmark ruling, The Toulouse Court of Appeal has ordered two French windfarm operators (Margnes Energie and Sasu
Singladou Energie) to pay compensation and damages of up to 128,000 euros to a Belgian couple in the Tarn, for harm to 
health as well as abnormal neighbourhood disturbance. The loss of their property value was also recognised by the 
Toulouse Court of Appeal.
This is the first time the negative health impact of wind turbines has been legally recognised in France, where the minimum
permitted distance between turbines and human habitation is just 500 metres. The ruling is likely to trigger a multitude of 
lawsuits and compensation claims following the court judgement.
 

Commenting on the ruling: Jean-Louis Butré, Président, of the French Fédération Environnement Durable says: “This is a 
highly significant ruling as it’s a well-known frustration for people living near turbines that the wind farm industry has 
always dismissed their concerns as being nothing more than a nocebo effect.”
 

“In response, La Fédération Environnement Durable and l’ONG European Platform against Wind Farms is issuing this alert 
to raise awareness that ‘wind turbine syndrome’ has now been legally recognised in France as having a negative impact on 
health. We believe that this ruling is important for people everywhere in the world who are impacted by these 
developments and that it’s important to now raise awareness of this issue.”  
 

“We call for more transparent and better information for elected representatives solicited by promoters and citizens 
involved in windfarm developments. It’s also essential that both in France and at an international level, governments take 
responsibility for ensuring protective measures for their citizens by defining sufficient safety zones - a distance of 10 times 
the height at the tip of the blades, i.e. 1500 meters for a 150-meter-high wind turbine.”
 

Additional information:

- Margnes Energie and Sasu Singladou Energie had until the 8th October to appeal a Supreme Court ruling of 8th July which
they declined to do. 

- The plaintiffs complained of a range of symptoms including headaches, nausea, nosebleeds and sleep disturbances. 

- The ruling acknowledges the "suffering endured" by the plaintiffs. 

- The six wind turbines were located from 700 to 1300 metres of the plaintiff’s property. 

- The court ruling follows the recent release of findings from an on-going five-year study by   Flinders University in Australia 
of wind farm noise which found that the night-time amplitude modulation (known as ‘swoosh’ sound) worsens after sunset
and can be detected for up to 60% of the night-time at distances around 1 km from a wind farm.  
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