
GRAND VERDI & PUCCINI GALA

• The finest arias from the best-known operas of Giuseppe Verdi (Nabucco, Rigoletto,  La Traviata, Aida)  
and Giacomo Puccini  (La Bohême, Tosca, Madama Butterfly, Turandot),  

as well as Egyptian songs with well-known Egyptian singers
• Organized in the form of a French-Egyptian cultural collaboration 

• At a historic site in Cairo (the Pyramids or elsewhere)
• With experienced lyric singers and young French and Egyptian talent, and an Egyptian  

orchestra and choir
• With corporate partners (French, Egyptian and Italian) to fund the event

Cairo, September 2021

 Benoit Daynes et Laurent Bugnet - Spectacle VERDI ! 2017

This Grand Gala will be highly accessible to a wide audience. It will bring together Egyptians and tourists, as well 
as the key players of the city of Cairo (institutional, economic and cultural players). 

Part of the proceeds from this Grand Lyrical Gala will be donated to the Children’s Cancer Hospital Foundation.

www.alto-concerts.com



Program:
We will combine HISTORY and OPERA: We will combine HISTORY and OPERA: 
The event will be accompanied by a narrative on the historical importance of 
the venue, a world cultural heritage site, and on the composers’ connection 
to Egypt or the Orient. 
Verdi composed Aida to celebrate the opening of the Suez Canal, in 1871, 
commissioned by the Khedive (viceroy) of Egypt, Ismaïl Pacha. Two years 
earlier, another of Verdi’s operas, Rigoletto, inaugurated the Cairo Opera 
House.  Puccini is not directly connected to Egypt, but the West’s fascination 
with the East and Far East is reflected in his works Madama Butterfly, which 
is set in Japan, and Turandot, which takes place in the streets and Imperial 
Court of Peking. 

The evening’s events: The evening’s events: 
This Grand Gala will be festive and flamboyant, a moment for sharing and 
fraternity with a focus on music and opera. 
Preliminary program 
Opening: Johann STRAUSS’ Egyptian March
A lyric recital from VERDI’s operas
Egyptian songs
A lyrical recital from PUCCINI’s operas
Egyptian songs
Closing: The final chorus of Samson and Delilah by Camille SAINT-SAENS

Technical information
10 lyric singers (French and Egyptian) 
1 history and opera narrator
Egyptian orchestra and choir
Production, Lights, Sound system
Concert dress for the singers: black suits for the men 
and evening gowns for the women
Stage manager: NN
Egyptian co-production: NN
Production: Alto Concerts

Artistic team:
Artistic direction: Béatrice Nédellec
Musical direction: NN
Artistic advisers: Caroline Dumas and Thomas Taquet 
Orchestra and choir: NN
Choir conductor: Thomas Taquet 
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Who are we? 
Alto Concerts, www.alto-concerts.com , is a production structure dedicated to Opera, directed by Béatrice Nédellec. Its aim is 
to promote the performing arts and young talent and to put on operatic performances at the Festival des Envolées Lyriques  
www.envoleeslyriques.com, theatre programs, French festivals and international venues. 
Alto Concerts  created and produced the show VERDI ! on October 7, 2017 at the Théâtre André Malraux (Rueil-Malmaison* 
- France) which includes scenes from three of Verdi’s operas (Falstaff, Simon Boccanegra and Aida), by Michel Giès, with 10 
lyric singers, 4 actors, the Nouvelle Europe Chamber Orchestra and two choirs directed by Nicolas Krauze.
Béatrice Nédellec is the founder and artistic director of the Festival des Envolées Lyriques (Rueil-Malmaison – France), which, 
in February 2019, showcased MOZART’s operas with the theme «Mozart travels to Venice», with well-known singers and 
young talent, composed of several events: a Master Class with Caroline Dumas, a Venetian Ball, a Venice Carnival Exhibit, a 
Venetian Extravaganza, storytelling activities for children, and the Great Lyrical Closing Recital. 

*Rueil-Malmaison is an imperial city where Napoleon I and Joséphine de Beauharnais lived, located west of Paris, France. 

Thomas Taquet – Pianist, vocal coach, choir master, artistic adviser
A holder of masters’ degrees in vocal accompaniment and vocal direction (CNSM de Paris), diplomas in piano, accompaniment 
(CNSM de Paris), musicology and philosophy (Université Paris IV-Sorbonne) and DEM diplomas in choir direction, harpsichord 
and musical education (CRR de Paris). Now specialized in vocal accompaniment and choral practices, Thomas Taquet is the 
pianist and vocal coach for the Chœur régional d’Ile-de-France (dir. M. Piquemal) and for the Maîtrise de Notre-Dame de Paris, 
the director of the vocal ensemble Fiat Cantus (Paris) and an organist for the Église Réformée des Batignolles (Paris). As a pianist, 
he has in recent years been the winner of several national and international competitions, including the Kaufmann European 
Music Competition (Brussels, Belgium), the Jeune Musique International Competition (Fribourg, Switzerland), and the Grotrian-
Steinweg Competition (Braunschweig, Germany). 

Béatrice Nédellec – Artistic Direction and Production
www.alto-concerts.com/www.envoleeslyriques.com

In 2006, she created the Opéra Bel Canto association, and in 2010, the Festival des Envolées Lyriques, the leading lyric art festival 
in the Ile-de-France region, to promote young professional lyric talent and make opera more accessible to the general public. 
The 7th Festival des Envolées Lyriques, in 2019, with the theme «Mozart travels to Venice», showcased Mozart’s operas and the 
Italian and Venetian composers of the same period. In 2017, she created Alto Concerts, with the goal of creating lyrical shows 
such as VERDI !, which was put on at the Théâtre André Malraux in Rueil-Malmaison with theatrical production and costumes. 
She is now returning to the theatre for Roberto Athayde’s Madame Marguerite, translated into French by Jean-Loup Dabadie 
and made famous by Annie Girardot.

Caroline Dumas – of the Opéra de Paris and Professor at the École Normale de Musique de Paris – Artistic adviser
Caroline Dumas studied at the Conservatoire National Supérieur de Musique de Paris and won 3 first prizes before being hired 
as a soloist by the Opéra de Paris. Among the roles that have earned her reputation, she has played Micaela in Bizet’s Carmen, 
the title role in Massenet’s Thais, Marguerite in Gounod’s Faust. Part of the original production of Alban Berg’s Lulu in France, 
her international career has led her to work with Michel Plasson, Georges Prêtre, Manuel Rosenthal, Montserrat Caballé, José 
Van Dam, Gabriel Bacquier and Rita Gorr. Now a voice teacher at the École Normale de Musique de Paris, she is regularly 
invited to give master classes in Egypt, Morocco, China, Russia and Georgia. 

Béatrice Nédellec Béatrice Nédellec AïdaAïda Caroline Dumas Thomas Taquet



Licences : producteur de spectacles 2-1096993  et diffuseur de spectacles 3-1096994

Alto Concerts 120 rue des Talus 92500 Rueil-Malmaison - France

Marque déposée par Alto Entreprise

Contacts: 

Béatrice Nédellec – 00 33 (0)6 21 95 28 13 

beatrice.nedellec@alto-concerts.com/beatrice.nedellec@envoleeslyriques.com

Margaux Courbo – 00 33 (0)6 78 70 62 – margaux.courbo@alto-concerts.com

www.alto-concerts.com / www.envoleeslyriques.com
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